SPEECH PATHways CONNECTIONS
PATHWAYS TO PARENT SUPPORT & TRAINING “PPST”
SPEECH PATHways kicked off
the new year with two excellent
speakers at our parent group
“PPST.” In January, Greg Rubin, a
local psychotherapist, discussed
the stigma of difference and
offered some excellent coping
strategies for families. In February, Colleen Newman of My Baby &
More helped parents work
through the steps of being an
effective parent. Included in this
were some great tips for discipline and potty training. We have
some excellent speakers lined up
for the next few months and encourage you to take advantage of
this additional service being offered to SPEECH PATHways clients and the surrounding community at no charge. All of our
speakers have been gracious
enough to donate their time to
our group and our community. We
hope to see a more consistent
attendance for our group so that
we can continue to offer this
unique and valuable service.
Please join us at the next PPST
and bring a friend!

RSVP: 410-374-0555 or speech-

pathways@direcway.com to reserve your seat.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

When: Mar. 17, 2005, 7-9pm

SLP and owner of SPEECH PATHways, will discuss the benefits of
using art to stimulate language and
expression in children with special
needs. Appropriate adaptations for
children with special needs will be
covered and they will discuss the
new ART SPEAKS groups being offered beginning summer of 2006.

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS:

Volume 2, issue 2
March/April 2006

Special points of inter-

May 19, 2006 Dinner & Discusest:
Where: SPEECH PATHways
sion Workshop—“Working the SysGuest Speaker: Carla Carpenter,

www.speechpathways.net
tem, so the System Works for You
MPT of Physical Therapy Connec– What Parents Need to Know.”

www.asha.org
tions.
SPEECH PATHways is proud to announce that by popular demand, our
Topic: Gross Motor Development." Ms. Carpenter will discuss most requested speaker will be renormal gross motor development in
children, identification of delays &
gross motor activities that parents
can do at home to help their children. She will also demonstrate
gross motor/sensory integration
activities that can be used to encourage and stimulate language.

FUTURE DATES & TOPICS:
April 17, 2006: “ART
SPEAKS.” Carla Gray, local artist,
art teacher and owner of Tomorrow’s Treasures and Kimbery Bell,

turning to help us celebrate “May is
Better Speech & Hearing Month.”
Kelli Nelson, Director of Public Policy
for the Maryland Developmental
Disabilities Council, will present a
workshop for parents while enjoying
a dinner at Legend’s Café. Details
regarding the dinner will be provided
at a later time; however, RSVP’s are
required & are being accepted at
this time.

June, July & August: Summer
Break! We will resume in September.

SPEECH PATHways offers Saturday Services
SPEECH PATHways is
proud to announce the addition of some limited appointments being offered
on Saturdays. In addition,
groups are now forming for

SPEECH PATHways

the “Weekend Writing
Pathways Groups” which
are also offered on Saturdays. Individual treatments and groups will be
held on Saturday mornings

and will be led by Karie Gardner, speech-language pathologist. For more information,
contact the office at 410374-0555.



www.hanen.org



www.reiinstitute.com



www.promptinstitute.com



www.mybabyandmore.com



www.nikastoys.com
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SPEECH PATHways Builds Partnership with The Shafer Center for Early Intervention
2007 school year includes an autistic classroom with up to five children that will be
taught by a mastered special educator and
a speech and language pathologist. The director of the program is a Ph.D. level Board
Certified Behavioral Analyst (BCBA).
SPEECH PATHways is proud to announce
that we will be joining with the new
“Shafer Center for Early Intervention,”
which is scheduled to open summer of
2006 in Baltimore County. The Shafer
Center will offer resources and treatment for children ages 1-5 who are
touched by autism spectrum disorders.

SPEECH PATHways will have a full time
SLP at the center. The class will run from
9am-1pm, Monday thru Friday.
The curriculum is designed to:



Advance language / communication
skills



Advance socialization skills

 Enhance generalization skills
The Shafer Center will integrate the
disciplines of speech language pathol Advance self help skills
ogy, occupational therapy, verbal behav Establish strong pre-academic
ior, and applied behavioral analysis into
skills
a generalized preschool curriculum. The
Applicants should be:
Shafer Center’s classroom program will
 Ages 3 ½ to 4 ½
help to maximize each child’s potential.
The initial pilot classroom for 2006-



Able to label between 20 – 50

items (receptively and expressively)



Able to respond to name



Able to answer some simple
questions

In addition, the Shafer Center and
SPEECH PATHways will offer after
school therapy programs (afternoons
only) which include:
Individual speech sessions
Dyad sessions
Social groups
Individualized ABA/VB program (in
home or school setting)
For more information please contact:
Helen Zinreich Shafer
Tel:

410-594-9403

Cell:

410-530-8260

shafercenter@izimed.com

SPEECH PATHways Remembers Jimmy & Forms Team to Walk
In honor of Jimmy, SPEECH PATHways has committed ourselves to
raising awareness of epilepsy. Epilepsy and seizure disorders unfortunately affect many of the children
that we treat. These seizures can
range from mild to severe (and in
some cases can be fatal). Children
with severe seizure disorders typically have significant developmental
delays. Children typically will loose
or regress in the areas of developmental skills after suffering severe
seizures. In fact, Jimmy had
learned to walk three times in his
short 3 years. He was still strugEpilepsy is a neurological condition that
gling to communicate with his family.
makes people susceptible to seizures. A
It is imperative to recognize the
seizure is a change in sensation, awareramifications of seizures and inness, or behavior brought about by a brief
crease knowledge of this disorder.
electrical disturbance in the brain (The
With knowledge, comes power which
Epilepsy Foundation, 2006). Epilepsy afbrings us closer to a cure.
fects people of all ages, races, and ethnicity and currently more than 2.7 million
Americans are living with epilepsy.
SPEECH PATHways continues to mourn
the loss of one of our clients. Jimmy
Klohr was just three years old. He passed
away due to the complications of severe
epilepsy on Wednesday, January 25, 2006.
He would have been four years old on February 11th. Jimmy had a beautiful heart
and smile. He impressed us all with his
will and determination. His parents were
extremely supportive and dedicated to
helping Jimmy find relief from these devastating seizures and overcoming the resulting medical complications and developmental delays. Jimmy will be missed by all
who knew and loved him.
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Throughout the month of February
many of our clients helped our staff
raise awareness by wearing the
“Epilepsy Awareness Bracelets. “ We
hope that you will continue to join us in
our dedication to raise awareness and
honor the memory of Jimmy by wearing
a bracelet and sharing his story with
family and friends.
In our ongoing effort to raise awareness and improve consciousness of this
devastating illness that affects so many
children that we work with, SPEECH
PATHways is forming a team to walk in
the 1st Annual Epilepsy Awareness Walk
to be held on June 3, 2006, from 9-11
am at Padonia Park Club in Cockeysville,
Maryland. To join our team, you can
sign up at the office or call/e-mail Kim.
For more information on the walk visit

http://www.epilepsy-foundation.org/.
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SPEECH PATHways Policies, Staff & Announcements
REMINDER: If you are canceling an

CANCELLATION POLICY

appointment or trying to reach your
therapist, please use the Westminster
Office/Cancellation Phone Number. If
you leave a message on the main office
number, your therapist often does not
get the messages the same day. Please
keep this number handy:

We would like to remind
you of the 24-hour cancellation policy for SPEECH PATHways.
Please keep in mind that careful planning and preparation goes into each and
every one of your child’s therapy sessions. The $40 fee for missed appointments must be collected prior to (or at)
your next scheduled appointment if less
than 24-hour cancellation notice is given
to your therapist.

Westminster Office: 410-386-0199
All other business related questions or
concerns should be directed to Kim at
the main office number: 410-374-0555.
SPEECH PATHways Staff:

Kimberly A. Bell, M.S.,CCC-SLP (owner)
Jennifer Kaley, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Alisa Berzon, M.A.,CCC-SLP
Karie Gardner, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Cherise Kelly, M.A.,CCC-SLP
Heather Sunderland, M.S.,CCC-SLP

therapist to see if we are open on a particular day. We have found that many
times the roads have been cleared by the
time we begin services in the evening.
Every attempt will be made to see your
child when deemed safe and appropriate in
relation to the weather conditions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The annual Maryland Speech-Language
Hearing Association Conference will be
held in March. Kim & Jen chaired the
newly added “Private Practice & Professional Issues” Track for the second year.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

Check out our helpful

SPEECH PATHways does not automatically follow the Carroll County School
Inclement Weather Policy for closings
and delays. Please check with your

handouts and links on our web site:
www.speechpathways.net

WRITING PATHWAYS: Written Language Instruction Groups
What are “Writing Pathways” groups?
Weekend “Writing Pathways” Groups
are the newest addition to the SPEECH
PATHways myriad of pediatric services.
Weekend Writing Pathways groups will
meet on Saturday mornings. The groups
are designed to facilitate and remediate written language skills in school-age
children. Children will be grouped based
on their age and ability level.



Groups for Elementary, Middle
& High School Groups



Groups meet weekly on Saturdays



Low adult/child ratios



Individual treatment plan for
each child



Comprehensive testing available
but not required for participation



A brief parent consultation (15
minute) is required to determine eligibility and assist with
group placement at a fee of
$25.00
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Written language samples
must be provided prior to
admittance in the group

Group Participants will:



Improve written language skills



Learn the process of “writing”
which includes: planning, organizing, sequencing, drafting,
proofing, editing, revising.



Groups lead by a licensed pediatric speech-language pathologist



Excellent for children with
learning disabilities
(dysgraphia, dyslexia, etc.),
sensory disorders, Asperger’s
syndrome, etc.





Supportive peer environment

Improve semantics
(vocabulary) and syntax
(grammar) skills through
age/grade appropriate exercises.





Sensory-motor activities included

Improve the use of compensatory writing skills such as: semantic mapping, graphic organizers, spell checkers, dictionaries, etc.

Groups forming now! For more information contact
SPEECH PATHways:
(410) 374-0555 or
speechpathways@direcway.com
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DIRECTIONS TO THE SPEECH PATHWAYS

SPEECH PATHways

WESTMINSTER THERAPY CLINIC:

Main office:
4127 Falls Road
Manchester, MD 21102

532 Baltimore Blvd., Suite 403, Westminster
The Westminster Professional Center is on Route 140 between
Gorsuch Road and Malcolm Drive/97 S.

Phone: 410-374-0555
Fax: 410-374-8620
Westminster Line: 410-386-0199
E-mail: seechpathways@direcway.com

There is an entrance directly off of Route 140 or you can turn
onto Gorsuch (towards McDonald’s/Olive Garden). Make the 1st
right onto the street that runs behind McDonald’s which will lead
to the parking lot for the Westminster Professional Center.

www.speechpathways.net

SPEECH PATHways “Pathways to
Communication Enhancement”

The main entrance is along the side of the building with the large
green awning.

Do you have something you would like
to submit to our SPEECH PATHways
newsletter? Would you like to share
a story about your child’s therapy
experience with SPEECH PATHways?
Submit information to Kim at:
www.speechpathways@direcway.com

SPEECH PATHways is on the 4th floor, Suite 403.

SPEECH PATHways Announces “ART SPEAKS”
SPEECH PATHways and Tomorrow’s
Treasures Art Studio have joined in
an effort to form a new, innovative
program called “ART SPEAKS” to
facilitate artistic and language expression.
Numerous classes will be offered for
the summer of 2006. Each class is
specifically designed for children
with language and learning disabilities. Research has shown that using
“art” as an outlet for expression of
feelings and ideas can be very successful in children with disabilities.
No skills are required for ART
SPEAKS. The “art” requires no artistic ability. ART SPEAKS will help
facilitate the use of visual symbols
(artwork) as a means of expression
for children who struggle in these
areas. The child’s creations will help
facilitate expressive communication
and social skills.

Groups will run for 6-weeks on Thursdays
starting June 29—August 3, 2006. Each
group will last 75 minutes. Children will
be grouped appropriately with peers to
provide the best learning environment
with a low adult/child ratio.
Who Would Benefit from ART SPEAKS?

ART SPEAKS will strive to:



Improve peer relationships



Help children learn to read & respond

appropriately to social cues

 Learn to read & use body language appropriately
 Learn to identify, express & respond to
emotions



Autism Spectrum Disorders (PDD, Autism,
Asperger’s)



Language Delays/Disabilities

 Learn to express self through various art
mediums (emotions)



Social Skills/Pragmatic Deficits



Improve communication & social exchanges



Learning Disabilities



Build and maintain friendships



Developmental Delays & Disabilities



Motor-Planning Disorders



Sensory Disorders



Attention Issues



Auditory Processing Issues



Cognitive Delays



Behavioral Issues

 Provide opportunities for children with
developmental delays to experience art and the
various art mediums
Classes are forming now for summer of
2006 & Fall of 2006
For more information contact SPEECH
PATHways:
(410) 374-0555 or
www.speechpathways.net

