SPEECH PATHways CONNECTIONS
Celebrate May is Better Speech & Hearing Month
The American Speech-Language
Hearing Association (ASHA) has
designated May as “Better
Speech & Hearing Month!”
To celebrate, SPEECH PATHways is kicking off our new parent group called “Pathways to
Parent Support & Training” or
PPST. PPST is open to the community.
PPST will meet monthly on the
3rd Friday of each month from
7-9 pm.
PPST will initially meet at the
SPEECH PATHways office located at 532 Baltimore Blvd.,
Ste. 403., Westminster. However, if the group becomes too
large, we will look for an alternate site to host our meetings.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

When: May 20, 2005

When: June 17, 2005

7-9pm

7-9pm

Where: SPEECH PATHways

Where: SPEECH PATHways

Guest Speaker: Kelli Nelson,
Director of Public Policy Initiatives for the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council.

Guest Speaker: SPEECH PATHways staff.

Topic: “Advocacy & the IEP
Process”
RSVP: 410-374-0555 or speechpathways@direcway.com to reserve your seat

Topic: “Ways to make Therapy
Practice Fun in the Summer”
RSVP: 410-374-0555 or speechpathways@direcway.com to reserve your seat!

Topic suggestions or guest
speaker requests can be made to
Kim at the SPEECH PATHways
office 410-374-0555.
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Special points of interest:


www.asha.org



www.apraxia-kids.org



www.ldonline.org



www.autism-pdd.net



www.chadd-mc.org



www.specialyoga.com



www.nikastoys.com

Inside this issue:

The History of Speech-Language Pathology
In the early 1920’s the need for
a professional to deal with disorders of speech was first identified. However, it was not
until the 1950’s that these so
called “speech correctionists”
were introduced into the
schools. Initially, speech correctionists treated only articulation (pronunciation); however,
over the last 50-60 years the

SPEECH PATHways

profession has grown to include a myriad of services.
These specialty areas treated
by speech-language pathologists now include articulation,
language (expressive & receptive), fluency (stuttering),
voice, oral-motor skills, dysphagia (swallowing), feeding,
accent reduction and pragmatic language (social skills).

Speech-Language Pathologists
are often referred to as Speech
Therapists, Speech Pathologists or Speech-Language Specialist. These four terms are
often used interchangeably but
can mean different things and
reflect the level of training &
certification a therapist may
have.
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New Summer Groups Offered
We have several new groups being offered at SPEECH PATHways this summer. If you are interested, please contact Kim to reserve a spot for your child.

“Wee Talk” Groups: Wee Talk groups
are for our younger toddler/preschool
age children who need to build their cognitive play skills and early language skills.
Groups will include books, songs, games,
peer interaction/social skills and oralmotor skills. Children will be grouped
based on both age & ability so that we
can provide the most optimum learning
environment. Length of groups will vary
from 45-90 minutes depending on the
needs of the children in the group.

“Wee Talk” is a great pre-requisite group
for our “Social Skill Builders” groups and
for preschool readiness.

“Reading Pathways Jump Start” groups
are designed to target pre-reading skills
of letter identification, sound-letter
correspondence, phonological awareness,
phonemic awareness, early reading skills
and overall literacy expansion. This
group is appropriate for Pre-K through
second grade.
“Reading Pathways 1,2,3” is a group
designed for our older students who may
not have mastered the skills of phonological awareness, phonemic awareness,

decoding words, spelling, writing, reading fluency and reflective reading. Children will be grouped with age-related
peers.

“Writing Pathways:” groups are designed for our students who may not
have mastered the skills of written language. Children will be grouped with
age-related peers. Sessions will teach
effective strategies for formulation,
organization, grammar, spelling and punctuation. Middle school & high school
groups forming too!
*All summer groups will require a six-week
commitment to each group. Two sessions
available this summer.

“Sound Off” Speech Boot Camp
“Sound Off” Speech Boot Camp is one of
the newest additions to the SPEECH
PATHways program. “Sound Off” is designed to be a fun, fast paced peer articulation group. The groups consists of
intensive 5-week programs to address
articulation delays/deficits. The small
groups meet weekly to address specified
sound target(s). The group is designed
for ages 5-9, however, exceptions will be
made when appropriate. There are indi-

vidual programs for “s, r, l, th, sh, ch &
sound blends.” The “Sound Off” groups
are the perfect way to supplement current speech treatment (school or private) or to attain carryover of mastered
sound. “Sound Off” is an affordable
option for private speech therapy. For
more information or to sign your child
up, please contact SPEECH PATHways at
410-374-0555 or e-mail speechpathways@direcway.com

Fun, fast paced peer
articulation groups.

Social Skill Builders
SPEECH PATHways “Social
Skill Builders” Groups run
year round. There are
both preschool & school
age groups. The groups
meet weekly or bi-weekly.
Each child receives an individual treatment plan.
Children learn to: Improve peer relationships, read & respond
appropriately to social
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Fun-Filled Pragmatic &
Social Skills Therapy
Groups

cues, read & use body language
appropriately. In addition, we
work to improve communication
& social exchanges, help children learn to identify, express
& respond to emotions, learn
how to handle teasing and conflicts. Most importantly , your
child will develop the skills
necessary to build and maintain friendships. “Social
Skill Builders” is excellent

for children with learning disabilities,
sensory disorders, emotional/behavioral
disorders, autism/PDD and Asperger’s
syndrome. All groups are lead by a licensed pediatric speech-language pathologist. For more information or
to sign your child up, please contact
SPEECH PATHways at 410-3740555 or e-mail speechpathways@direcway.com
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SPEECH PATHways Policies & Staff
CANCELLATION POLICY
We would like to remind you of the 24hour cancellation policy for SPEECH
PATHways. We regret that we must
implement and enforce this policy, but
recently we have had many missed appointments. We are willing to make exceptions to this policy only in rare, extenuating circumstances. Please keep in
mind that careful planning and preparation
goes into each and every one of your
child’s therapy sessions. In addition,
SPEECH PATHways has an extensive waiting list. The $40 fee for missed appointments must be collected prior to (or at)
your next scheduled appointment. if less
than 24-hour cancellation notice is given
to your therapist. In the event that you

need to cancel a same day appointment,
please contact your therapist at our new
Westminster Office Cancellation Number:

410-386-0199
This number can also be used for leaving
messages for your therapist. All other
business related questions or concerns
should be directed to Kim at the main
office number: 410-374-0555.
REMEMBER TO LET YOUR THERAPIST
KNOW IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE
PLANNING A VACATION THIS

SPEECH PATHways Staff:
Kimberly A. Bell, M.S.,CCC-SLP
(owner)
Jennifer Kaley, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Christina Matthews, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Alisa Berzon, M.A.,CCC-SLP
Karie Gardner, M.S.,CCC-SLP
Cherise Kelly, M.A.,CCC-SLP

.

SUMMER!

The Ten Commandments for Parents of Handicapped Children
1. Take one day at a time, and take that

day positively. You don’t have control over
the future, but you do have control over
today.
2. Never underestimate your child’s potential. Allow him/her, encourage him/her,
expect him/her to develop to the best of
his/her abilities.
3. Find and allow positive mentors: parents
and professionals who can share with you
their experience, advice & support.
4. Provide and be involved with the most
appropriate educational learning environments for your child from infancy on.

5. Keep in mind the feelings and needs of
your spouse and your other children. Remind them that his child does not get
more of your love just because he/she
gets more of your time.
6. Answer only to your conscience; then
you’ll be able to answer to your child. You
need not to justify your actions to your
friends or the public.
7. Be honest with your feelings. You can’t
be a super-parent 24 hours a day. Allow
yourself jealously, anger, pity, frustration
and depression in small amounts.

tinually on what needs to be done. Remember what you have accomplished.
9. Stop and smell the roses. Take advantage of the fact that you have gained a
special appreciation for the little miracles
in life that others take for granted.
10. Keep and use a sense of humor.
Cracking up with laughter can keep you
from cracking up from stress.

8. Be kind to yourself. Don’t focus con-

SPEECH PATHways Partners with Towson University Program
SPEECH PATHways is proud to announce a
new partnership with Towson University’ s
Dept. of Communicative Disorders.
SPEECH PATHways has been selected to
provide off campus clinical internships for
graduate students in the speech-language
pathology program. We were selected because of the quality of our programs and
the diversity of services that we offer.
We will accept two students this summer,
each of which will be with us for approximately 9 weeks. Each student will be as-
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signed to a SPEECH PATHways therapist.
The graduate students will assist our
therapists with planning, program development and treatment. The students will
work under the direct supervision of our
therapists. We hope that our families will
support us in this endeavor as this type of
specialized training is what allowed us to
become the therapists that we are today.
We feel that we have a wonderful opportunity to introduce students to our dedicated
clients and families and provide them with

a unique opportunity to experience the way
a private practice runs. Only 6-8% of all
SLP’s work full time in a private practice
setting and there are only a handful of
private practices across Maryland. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Kim at the office or speak directly
with your therapist. Thanks in advance for
your support.
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SPEECH PATHways
Main office:
4127 Falls Road
Manchester, MD 21102
Phone: 410-374-0555
Fax: 410-374-8620
Westminster Line: 410-386-0199
E-mail: seechpathways@direcway.com

SPEECH PATHways “Pathways to
Communication Enhancement”

Do you have something you would
like to submit to our SPEECH
PATHways newsletter? Would you
like to share a story about your
child’s therapy experience with
SPEECH PATHways? Submit information to Kim at speechpathways@direcway.com

DIRECTIONS TO NEW SPEECH PATHWAYS
WESTMINSTER THERAPY CLINIC:
532 Baltimore Blvd., Suite 403, Westminster
The Westminster Professional Center is on Route 140
between Gorsuch Road and Malcolm Drive/97 S.
There is an entrance directly off of Route 140 or you
can turn onto Gorsuch (towards McDonald’s/Olive Garden). Make the 1st right onto the street that runs
behind McDonald’s which will lead to the parking lot
for the Westminster Professional Center.
The main entrance is along the side of the building
with the large green awning.
SPEECH PATHways is on the 4th floor, Suite 403.

New SPEECH PATHways “STARS” Program
Now that SPEECH PATHways has
settled into our new location in the
Westminster Professional Center
we are ready to introduce our
SPEECH PATHways “STARS” program.

We are fortunate to have the
great, family friendly restaurant
“Legends Café” located downstairs.

The owners of Legends, Jim and
Amy Fields, have graciously agreed
to partner with SPEECH PATHways
in an incentive program for our clients. Each SPEECH PATHways client will have an opportunity to earn
a “STAR” on a punch-card at each
visit. Every 4 “STARS” will earn
your child a “free” ice cream at
Legend’s Café so it will be possible
to earn an ice cream each month!
When your child’s card is full we will
hang it on our “SPEECH PATHways
SUPER STAR” Bulletin Board in the
Kid’s Lobby. If your child is unable
to eat ice cream or you do not wish
for them to participate in this program please let your therapist know

and an alternative “prize” will be
given.

